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Ahoy Everyone,  

For all of you that attended the 2024 Reunion in Colorado Springs, CO it was great seeing you.  We 

had a great time and visited a lot of interesting places. The ride to Pikes Peak on the Cog rail was 

very interesting. And the visit to the country western show and BBQ at the Flying W Ranch was 

awesome.   

The 2025 Reunion will be held in Nashville, TN October 6-11, 2025.  We will be staying at the  

Millennium Maxwell House Hotel. An information page is in this issue.  For your convenience, you can 

go the Hornet website at hornetassn.com and click on “Click here” and make your reservations right 

online.  Military Reunion Planners have a lot of interesting places lined up for us to visit.  The group 

rate is $129.00+taxes with a hot breakfast buffet included. And as always you can come 3 days early 

and stay 3 days late at the group rate.  You need to make your reservations early because the rooms 

will sell out fast* The cutoff date is September 6, 2025.  We hope to see you there.  

At the reunion we had a guest speaker, Captain Greg Thomas NROTC from Thomas B. Doherty High 

School in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  He is doing an interesting project with his students.  Read 

about it in this issue.  

As always, I want to thank everyone for keeping me updated on address changes, phone number 

changes, email address changes, and when one of our members passes away.   Please send these 

updates of the Association email to hornetcva12@aol.com.  

Please get your dues to our treasurer, dues are due January 1, 2025 Submitted, 

Sandy Burket, Secretary  

  

              

http://www.usshornetassn.com/
http://www.usshornetassn.com/


     

  

  

FROM THE CHaiRMan OF THE BOaRD  

Ahoy shipmates and friends.  

Hope everyone is recovered from a great reunion in Colorado Springs. Hope you all had as much fun 

as we did. Kudos to Ray Casey for the great tours of the highlights of the area.  

Now it’s time to think about next year in Nashville. What a great city to visit and reconnect with 

shipmates and families.  

 Which brings up the issues of families being a great part of the organization. As our shipmates are 

aging, it is the families that are supporting their ability to attend reunions or take over their part in the 

organization. We have wives, sons and daughters and grandchildren who are active in supporting the 

memory of the USS Hornet. They need to be acknowledged for all their support.  

Ray is busy finalizing accommodations and activities in Nashville, which looks to be another great 

reunion with our partner The USS Constellation. Because our joint numbers are declining, we are still 

looking for other ships to have join our reunion. When Ray has a larger number of attendees, he is 

able to get better room rates and amenities. If anyone has a lead to another ship, let Ray know.  

Don’t forget the ship’s store for your Christmas shopping. Manager John Webster has a complete 

inventory of all items. Order early at johncw@yahoo.in  Also, note, John is looking for someone to take 

over the store as he is ready to retire from running the ship’s store. Think about helping him out. And 

Thank You John for your years of service.  

Irene and I wish you and your families and friends a Happy and Safe Holiday Season. Look forward to 

seeing you in the New Year.  

Kenn Livingston, COB  

  

Note from the Vice-chairman  

 In Colorado Springs last August at the reunion, I accepted the position of acting Vice-Chair of USS 

Hornet  



Association for next year's reunion, 2025, in Nashville, Tennessee. You may remember me as the  

President of the reunion at Buffalo, New York, where I introduced you to the "Pizza and wings taste of 

Buffalo"!  I look forward to fulfilling * the duties and responsibility of this acting position on the 

Association Board and meetings.   

Francis Gutkowski, Vice-Chairman  

  

  

  

Rolf and Chris are on vacation so I will try to fill in for him.  I am sure that this article will not be 

what * you are used too.  

In looking over the website for the museum, I found that there are a lot of things going on 

aboard the ship.  

Join our annual celebration of sea, air and space innovation! On the anniversary of the 
Apollo 12 landing, students can explore interactive experiences and meet space, science 

and tech innovators to inspire their own 21st century #ApolloMoment.   

Free admission for kids and ID-carrying students   
Bring your friends and family and get ready for a day of fun on the sparkling waters of the 
San Francisco Bay.   

    
Explore your possibilities   

Reach out and touch a real space capsule or fighter jet, see how ships navigate,  

experience a lunar explorer or build a moonbase. Learn about internships, 

apprenticeships and early career paths.    

  
  

Veterans Day Commemoration  
• November 11, 2024  

• 10:00 AM - 05:00 PM  

• at USS Hornet Museum  

The event will include the Hornet Horns playing the National Anthem, guest speaker Steve Minnear, 

a wreath laying ceremony at the fantail, a flyover from the Memorial Squadron and more.  



Steve Minnear’s * presentation is titled: Before Anchors Aweigh: How the  
San Francisco Bay Area Got Sailors to the USS Hornet and the Pacific Theatre. Many people know 

the story of how the Navy’s sailors fought World War II in the Pacific. But few know how the sailors 

got to their ships. Even fewer know how the San Francisco Bay Area played a critical role in moving 
Naval personnel from all over the United States on to ships to fight the war in the Pacific. Historian 

Steve Minniear will tell how three now unknown Navy bases near Dublin, California shipped over 

350,000 sailors, Marines and Coast Guardsmen to war. And how the USS Hornet brought many 
back as part of Operation Magic Carpet.  

The USS Hornet Memorial Squadron will conduct a flyover of the ship at 12:30 PM.  

Film maker George Reletas will be unveiling a trailer to his new movie “Sundown to Eleven” and if 
you’ve seen his other video projects, you know this will be good!  

In addition, we are partnering with the Alameda County Veterans Commission for Operation 

Greenlight. In the evenings from Nov 4th to the 11th we will be shining a green light in our island 

structure in support of our Veterans.  

Finally, we are partnering with Seatrek for their Veterans Day at Sea Trek. They are honoring 

veterans and highlighting the rich military history of the Bay Area with a special scenic Alameda 

Waterfront kayak tour.  

Night Ops: Live Aboard Overnight – Youth Group Overnight Adventure  

Ever wonder how an aircraft carrier works? Come aboard and spend the night living with history on the 

ultimate overnight adventure and find out how USS Hornet’s sailors lived and worked on this city at sea! 
Designed for ages 7 and up, this is a perfect group activity for scouts, youth groups, schools, friends, and 

families!  

During the Night Ops Overnight you will tour key areas of the ship to see various spaces and systems and discuss 
the history, science, and engineering behind them. As you move around the ship, you can participate in several 
hands-on science stations and demonstrations interspersed with seeing sailors’ living spaces!   

History Mystery “After-Hours” Tour  

History Mystery Tour  
Is the USS Hornet really haunted? Come and see for yourself! Do you dare explore Hornet after hours?  

History Mystery tickets may be purchased on our website  

History Mystery Tours will be capped at 40 for capacity with 4 different tour groups  

Some spaces may not be available for touring for safety modifications  

They are also? having a Youth Scout Overnight Restoration, VIP Behind the Scenes Tours, and VIP Restoration 

Behind the Scenes tours.    

Interested in helping with airplanes, restoration, security, tours, events, or administrative assistance?  

Volunteer orientation is usually held the first Saturday of each month (except where noted) from 9:00 AM–
11:30 AM. Private NVO’s by appointment only. Invite a friend to attend!  Sign up in advance:  

phone (510) 521-8448 x 243 or email: volunteers@uss-hornet.org  



As you can see, there is a lot going on at the Museum. Check out the website: uss-hornet.org.  

You can contact Rolf at sabye2@gmail.com or at 707-374-5053 if you have any questions or concerns. He is 

always available to help.  

  

Sandy Burket, Secretary  

 From the President’s Desk  

As President for the 2024 Reunion, I am providing a few random notes of my time with my 

shipmates and touring many places I visited many times in the past. The tours and hotel 

choices were great. Thanks to Ray Casey.  

Since I grew up for over 20 years in the summers in Green Mountain Falls (GMF), just West of 

the Springs up Ute Pass, I felt at home there. I went to breakfast several mornings at the 

Pantry Restaurant in GMF overlooking the lake. I even had one breakfast there with an old 

friend of mine that I grew up with in Grade School who now lives nearby. I also paid a visit to 

the Ute Pass Museum to see old friends there.  

The tour of Garden of the Gods was great, and I remember all the red rocks there. Especially 

the Kissing Camels and the Balanced Rock. I really enjoyed the gift shop visit. It sure has 

changed a lot as I remember it being much smaller.   

The dinner and show at the Flying W Ranch were excellent including the Indian dancers. I 

remember what the original location looked like before a fire wiped it out. The new location is 

much better.  

Since the chapel at the Air Force Academy was closed for repairs to the beautiful stained-glass 

windows and asbestos removal, I went to the National WWII Aviation Museum tour.  I’m glad I 

did because there were a lot of excellent warbirds in their hanger. Most planes are flyable. They 

had a T-34B and T-28C like I flew in flight training. We saw the Thunder Birds take off as we 

were leaving.   

I really enjoyed the many times with our group at night at happy hour so we could tell stories. And 

some were even true. The banquet was great, and I thank the group for the two plaques I 

received. They are hanging on my “I Love ME” wall.  

Paul Edwards CDR USNR Ret.                                                                                                                    

Veteran of the 1968-1969 Westpac Vietnam Tour as a pilot of an S-2E Tracker in VS-35.  

USS Hornet Website News  
  



Tom McTigue, our website manager, has reported the number of people checking out our website has really 

dropped and is in jeopardy of closing down.  If more people do not use the website, it will not be feasible for us 

to keep paying the fees to maintain it.   There are a lot of interesting things on the website.  You can read the  

“Hornet Buzz” there, we have a Members section where * you can engage with other members, share stories, 

photos, and memories. You can discuss upcoming events, reunion information and anything of interest to you.  
There is a section where you can see where the USS Hornet Association placed a plaque to honor all of the 

shipmates who served on the ship.  

Please check out the website at usshornetassn.com.  You may like it.  

  

         Taps  

  

Heavenly Father, welcome home those whom you have called before us and grant peace and 

consolation to their families. Like a ship that’s left its mooring and sailed bravely out to sea, so, our 

loved one has sailed away in calm serenity.  But there is a promise of a greater joy than earth can 

have in store, for God has planned a richer life beyond the Unseen Shore.   

   
Cowell, James E.                 November 6, 2024    Waryold, Edward L. April 14, 2024                     

  

   MEMORIAL CERTIFICATES   
The following contributions have been made to the Memorial Fund Certificate program since the last 

edition of the Hornet Buzz in March 2024. The “In Memory Of” and “In Honor of” Certificates were 

completed and mailed, along with Thank You cards to the Contributors.   

  

  

 IN MEMORY OF              CONTRIBUTOR   
  
 Donald Elliott               Kay A. Elliott                 

  

  IN HONOR OF              CONTRIBUTOR   
  
  All Who Served aboard The Hornet        Giovanni T. Palma  

  

  DONATIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND   
The following Individuals sent in a Donation over and above their dues to the Associations General 

Fund. We sincerely thank each and every one for these Donations. They will be put to good use in 

the operation of our Association:   

  

Dennis Braig  

  



DONATIONS TO THE MEMORIAL FUND   
   

The following individuals sent in a Donation over and above their dues to the Associations Memorial 

Fund. We thank each one for these Donations. The Memorial Fund Donations are used to purchase 

Bronze Memorial Plaques dedicated to all ship’s crewmembers and Air Groups/Squadrons that 

served on the Hornets. The plaques are placed at Naval Installations, museums, and other places of 

honor.   

  

Kay A. Elliott     Giovanni T. Palma  

  

  

Ships Store  

The ships store is well stocked, for home delivery e-mail me at: charlie09jcw@yahoo.in or call 

252232-2154 and were still looking for someone to take over the ships store. The Ships Store is a 

very important part of our Reunions that we do not want to lose. So, someone, PLEASE volunteer 

to take over this valuable position.  If possible, I will deliver the merchandise to your door.  Come 

talk to me about it at the next Reunion.  

John Webster – Home phone 252-232-2154 E-mail: johncw69@yahoo.in or charlie09jcw@yahoo.in  

  

  Please update my information:  

Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Old address:__________________________________________________________________   
New address: ________________________________________________________________  
New phone number (PLEASE): __________________________________________________   
New e-mail address: __________________________________________________________   
If shipmate has passed, please give name: _______________________________________  



Date of passing: ______________________________________________________________  Would widow still like 
to be kept on data base and receive the Buzz? _________________   Thank you, this will help us 
keep our database of shipmates up to date.   
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

2024 General Business Meeting                                                              

USS Hornet Association                                                                     

August 18-22,2024                                                                         

Embassy Suites Hotel                                                                      

Colorado Springs, CO  

Before the meeting was called to order, Ray Casey discussed where the 2025 Reunion would be.  He 

passed out papers ballots to vote on one of three cities at the banquet.  The cities are Nashville, TN, 

Harrisburg, PA and Valley Forge, PA. None of these hotels have shuttles.  

The meeting was called to order by Chairman of the Board, Kenn Livingston.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and led by Carmen Simbari.  

Sandy Burket stated that the 2023 USS Hornet general business meeting minutes were published in 

the November 2023 “Hornet Buzz” for all to read to save time at the meeting.  A motion was made to 

approve the minutes as printed was made by John Webster and seconded by Francis Gutowski.  

Motion carried.  

The treasurer’s report was given by Treasurer, Mariane Gezich.  Marianne stated that this report was 

not a full year’s report because of the reunion being early. The report is from September 1, 2023, to 

July 31, 2023.  General Fund balance – beginning balance -$16,781.82, income - $8,958.00, 

expenses - $13,670.39, ending balance -$12,069.43, Memorial Fund balance – beginning balance - 

$12,033.06, income $6,350.00, no expenses, ending balance - $18,383.06, Ship’s Store balance – 

beginning balance – 2,012.17, income - $911.04, expenses - $1,118.04, ending balance -$1,805.17. 

Marianne stated that we were getting to the point where our expenses were more than our income.   

The motion to accept the minutes as read was made by Carmen Simbari and seconded by Randy 

Wolff.  Motion carried.  

The Ship’s Store report was given by John Webster.  He stated that he has made $700.00 so far at 

the ship’s store.  John said he had challenge coins for sale and only had a few left, do get them 

before he sells out  

Under unfinished business Sandy Burket reported that at the Board of Directors meeting * we voted 

to move Kenn Livingston from Vice-Chairman to Chairman of the Board. He will take it for the next 



year and then he will revisit his decision as to what he wants to do next.  He said that there are some 

chores connected with Vice-chair, and he will continue to do those.  He would like to see someone 

step up and fill the Vice-chairman’s position in case he needs to step down.   He asked if there was 

anyone that would like to volunteer to for Vice-chairman. A question was asked if you had to be a 

member of ship’s company. Sandy said that we have had a family member as president but have not 

had one as Chairman or Vice-chairman.  Francis Gutkowski asked if the duties of vice-chairman 

could be read and maybe that would help someone decide. Marianne * read the duties. She sends a 

list of memorial certificates to be sent out, * the bank statements for you to go over along with a 

printout of that month’s bank statement so you can see where our money is going.  Kenn stated that 

he would come back to vice-chairman under new business.  

A motion was made at the Board of Directors meeting to suspend the website because of not having 

much participation in it. Under discussion Paul Edwards suggested that we contact the Museum to 

see if they could put a link on their website for us. Discussion followed.  We need a motion to table 

suspending  * the website until we hear back from Paul.  A motion to table suspending the website 

until we heard back from Paul Edwards was made by Randy Wolff and seconded by Carmen Simbari. 

The motion carried.  

Under new business, the three cities for the 2025 Reunion are Nashville, TN, Harrisburg, PA and 

Valley Forge, PA.  Remember to bring your ballot to the banquet to vote.    

The need for a  * president for 2025 was brought up. SuzAnne Eubanks was mentioned. She said if 

the reunion was in Nashville she would help.  Sandy will check to see if she is willing to be President 

for 2025.   

Kenn asked for nominations for Honoree for 2025.  Debby Cass nominated Bennie Bachicha for 

honoree.  The motion was made by Gary Rinehart and seconded by Francis Gutowski to have Benny 

Bachicha as honoree for 2025. Motion carried.   

A motion to get a plaque for recognition for Ray Casey was made by Randy Wolff and seconded by 

Mary Foley.  The motion carried.  

A motion was made by Randy Wolff and seconded by Chuck Olmstead to get a Hornet plaque to 

Capt. Greg Thomas for the Thomas B. Doherty High School for his project. Motion carried.  

Francis Gutowski volunteered to be Vice-chairman is there was nothing in the by-laws that would 

prevent a family member from holding that office.  

A motion was made by Randy Wolff and seconded by Chuck Olmstead to adjourn the meeting. The 

motion carried.  

Submitted by Sandy Burket, Secretary  

  

  

  

Amendments:  

I found nothing in the bylaws that said Francis Gutowski (a family member) could not be 

Vicechairman of the Association.  Francis Gutowski in now the 2025 Vice-chairman of the Board.  



Congratulations, Francis.  

After checking with SuzAnne Eubanks, she has agreed to be President of the 2025 USS Hornet 

Reunion in Nashville, TN.  Thank you SuzAnne.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

      

  

         Treasurer’s Report  

      9/01/2023 to 7/31/2024  

  

General Fund  

          Beginning Balance           $16781.82  

                   Income (Dues and Donations)      $  8958.00  

                   Expenses            $13670.39  

         Ending Balance            $12069.43  

  

  

Memorial Fund  

         Beginning Balance            $12033.06  

                     Income (Donations)         $  6350.00  

                     No Expenses  

         Ending Balance            $18383.06  

  

  

Ship’s Store  

         Beginning Balance            $  2012.17  



                     Income (Sales)          $    911.04  

                     Expenses            $  1118.04  

         Ending Balance             $  1805.17  

  



 



  

  

Captain Greg Thomas NJROTC               

(Senior Naval Science Instructor)                                

Thomas B. Doherty High School                              

4515 Barnes Road                                                 

Colorado Springs, CO 80917                                     

Phone: (719) 328-2743                                              

Email: gregthomas@d11.org  

At the reunion in Colorado Captain Thomas did 

a presentation before our General Membership 

meeting. He is collecting plaques from all 

branches of the military to put on display at the 

school where he teaches. This display is to 

remind his students and others of the service 

they have provided to our country.  If you have  

  a plaque of yours, your father’s, uncle’s or 

know of someone that has one that you would  

  like to donate, please contact him so that he  

can add it to his collection. Do not throw these  

  plaques away, donate them to Captain  

Thomas.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

    

    



    

    

    

  

     

2025 USSHORNET OFFICERS    

   Database/Advertising Manager  
  

Jim E. Hill, Sr.  
USS Hornet Association, Inc.        370 Buck Hill Rd. PO Box 50  

  111 Hunt Club Lane         Palmerton, PA 18071-0050                  

 
Roaring Spring, PA 16673  

Phone: 484-547-1551                                          

 Phone: 814-312-4976  E-Mail: 1970jehillsr@ptd.net  
 Email: hornetcva12@aol.com    

  
Hospitality Room Manager  

Chairman of the Board    Jim Rogers  

  Kenn Livingston    3703 Rohert Rd  

  764 Chadds Ford Way    Iowa City, IA 52246-9482  

  Kalamazoo, MI 49009    Phone: 319-430-8484  

 Cell – 269-271-8014   Email: jmimsplex@avalon.net   E-mail: pop1962eye@aol.com    

  
Website Manager  

Vice-Chairman    Tom McTigue  

  Francis Gutowski    11545 Cedarcliff Dr.  

  4738 John Michael Way    Dunkirk, NY 14048  

  Hamburg, NY 14075  
  Phone: 716-366-1033 Cell: 716-673-5376  

  Cell – 716-646-0078    Email: tmmctigue@twc.com   
             E-mail: gueyba@msn.com    

   
Hornet Museum – Liaison Secretary    Rolf Sabye  

  Sandy Burket    319 Spyglass Drive  

  111 Hunt Club Lane    Rio Vista, CA 94571  

  Roaring Spring, PA 16673    Phone: 707-374-5053 Cell:  925-785-0112  

 Cell:  814-312-4976  Email: sabyegrp2@gmail.com  Email: hornetcva12@aol.com   

  
Executive Committee  

Treasure  
Kenn Livingston   Sandy Burket                    

  Marianne Gezich  
Marianne Gezich   John Webster        

  646 Aspen Dr.  
  Francis Gutowski   Jim Rogers  

  Manteno, IL    



  Phone: 417-840-6684  Advisors  

  Email: mgezich@aol.com  
Jim E. Hill, Sr. – Phone: 610-826-6735           

  
Tom McTigue – Phone: 716-673-5376                       

Ships Store Manager      

  John Webster  
2025 USS Hornet Association President  

  117 Hastings Drive      

  Moyock, NC 27958-9522  SuzAnne Eubanks   Phone: 252-232-2154   

 Location – Nashville, TN  

  Email: johncw69@yahoo.in     Date – October 6-11, 2025  

    



 



  

  

Donation form for the Museum.  The Museum can always use some extra donations.  Send donations in care 

of Capt. Mark Epperson USNR(Ret.)   

  



  


