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Hello Shipmates, family, and friends,

I hope you are preparing for the reunion. t\4ilitary Reunion Planner has organized
another excellent event. I'm excited to visit Nashville and see everyone. Our attendee's
list is growing, we are close to having our block of rooms full. Get your reservations in

now to ensure that you have a room.

President SuzAnne Eubanks and Chairman Kenn Livingston have arranged
entertainment for our Farewell Banquet. Both acts sound great.

Treasurer Marianne Gezich has moved. Her new address is in this newsletter. Please
update your records for the Association.

The Association members are aging and passing away. We often receive news of a
shipmate's passing. Thank you for informing me about the passing of shipmates.
Please continue to provide updates regarding any changes in address, phone number,
or email. This helps maintain our database accurately. Keeping us informed also
reduces postage costs by avoiding sending newsletters and dues notices to deceased
shipmates.

Our Association website, www.usshornetassn.com, provides information about
reunions, the ship's store, and members. It is now listed on the USS Hornet Museum
website. Please visit both websites and inform yourfellow shipmates about them. The
ship's store can also be accessed through the website, where you can find items such
as caps, shirts, sweatshirts, challenge coins, and more. Tom ttlcTigue manages the
website effectively, and John Webster oversees the ship's store.

PIease do not forget to bring something representing your state for the raffle and we
will be having a 50/50 ticket sale.

Respectively su bmitted,

Sandy Burket, Secretary



FROMTIM CMOFTI#BOARD

"By their hat's you shall know them". This was a saying of my father-in-law who was a
Navy machinist mate. who served aboard a destroyer escort in the Pacific during

WWll. ln later years He frequently wore his DD-35 hat and loved exchanging stories

with other former sailors who proudly wore their hats. He usually started out with "what

year did you serve? "as an icebreaker. lt never failed to elicit a response and many

times a story. This seems to be something that all of us former sailors of the Hornet

can relate to. We bee this happening at our reunions. This is the fellowship and

comradery among the former sailors we share at our reunion. It extends to the families

of shipmates who have passed, who continue to attend because of this connection.

That said, please join us in Nashville to meet up with old friends and new. You may
even hear a few new stories and a few new hats.

Ray Casey, from Military Reunion Planners, has some great tours scheduled for us in
Nashville. We also have some entertainment planned for our Fairwell dinner.

Kenn Livingston, COB

Frorn tlre Treasurert
I have recently moved. The new address is:

USS Hornet Association, lnc

455 Stonegate Way
Manteno, lL 60950

The phone number and email address remain the same: 477-840-6684 and egi::;i:ea.=:L!!.I

Marianne Gezich, Treasurer USS Hornet Assoc

lf anyone has sent dues payments between March 30 and April 30, and the checks have not

cleared, please let me know. The Postal Service has had problems forwarding my mail and I

am afraid they have been lost.
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By Rolf Sab,ve, Hornet Assceiation I Museum Liaisr:n

JUNE, 2025

We are on the road again in Southern Oregon. So, this edition might be a little abbreviated. On the way
we drove past beautiful Mt. Shasta al 14,160 ft. and it was still covered in snow on a bright sunny
morning.

As I mentioned in my last issue, I had been contacted by Dr. lt/atthew Fash, the National Coordinator
of the United States Navy Memorial Stories of Service Program and Student lnterview Program. This
year, one of their Eas't Coast schools visited the USS New Jersey, interviewed Veterans, and created
short documentaries to Honor, Recognize, and Celebrate the men and women of the Sea Services,
past, present, and future; and to lnform the public about their service. One of their West Coast
schools St. Vincent De Paul College Prep High School, is near the USS Hornet, and he wanted to
arrange a visit for their student team to work on the same project that their East Coast team just
completed.
I managed to have five former crew members, including myself, attend the event. Ted Kolda, Tim
Wilson, Larry Silva, Dale Berven and me. The student team interviewed each of us at our former duty
stations and encouraged us to share our experiences and reflections from our time on the USS
Hornet. Suffice it to say, these young high school students, both boys and girls, inspired us with their
attentiveness, interesting questions, and just great behavior. They took notes as well as videos of the
event. They all thanked us, shook our hands and seemed to have truly enjoyed their day on the
Hornet. Below is the YouTube link to that tour sent to me today from the High School Director of the
program.
USNM Student Documentary: Voices from the USS Hornet CV-12, CVA-12, and CVS-12
Slils :li.r-o ulii bq: i::-Z},}{i,+ iLA

Big news from the Museurn's Air Group

Last month, the USS Hornet Museum finally acquired an FiA-18 Hornet. lt arrived from Pensacola,
FL. courtesy the United States Air Force onboard a massive Lockheed C-5 Galaxy, arriving at
Oakland's International Airport. The F/A-18 was loaded on a flatbed truck and brought to Alameda
where it was lifted on to and welcomed aboard the museum. This very F/A-18 is historically
celebrated as being in the Gulf War in 1991 and recorded the very first "kill" of a MiG-21 on the
opening day of the conflict. lt will now spend several months being meticulously restored by our
volunteer aircraft restoration crew before being officially added to our other aircraft displays. You can

watch the delivery and on-load on YouTube by entering one of the links below in the YouTube search
window.

sr " USS Hornet re*eives an F1A-18 Hornct! "



Sampler ofu events

June 14, Night Ops: Live-Aboard Overnight Adventure
For those who wonder how an aircraft carrier works. Come aboard and spend the night living with

history on the ultimate overnight adventure and find out how USS Hornet's sailors lived and worked

on thii city at sea! Designed for ages 7 and up, this is a perfect group activity for scouts, youth

groups, schools, friends, and families!

June 28, an Evening of Comedy on the USS Hornet
Join the museum for an evening of great stand-up comedy! The USS Hornet is partnering with the

Alameda Comedy Club to bring visitors and an evening of laughs.

July 4th

The USS Hornet will celebrate lndependence Day with a big Steel Beach BBQ on the Flight

Deck with music, food and beverages! The Flight Deck will be converted into a Steel Beach BBQ
party! We will have music playing, food and drinks to purchase, tables and chairs, tours of the lsland,

some games for you to play and in the afternoon, and a Flyover by the [t/emorial Squadron!

USS Hornet CYS-12 at sea, 1969

That's it from the Hornet. As always, you can contact me at my new email saby arp2@gnrall,.!?-rn or

at 925-785-0112 if you have questions or concerns. I'm always available to help. So, until my next

edition, stay safe and healthy. Hope to see you on the Hornet.

Wishing you Smooth sailing. Rolf Sabye, Hornet Association / Museum Liaison



NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT!
USS Hornet Reunion Attendees,

So, l'm tooking forward to seeing everyone in our home city. lf you have a few extra days and want to

exptore different venues, then ptease feeI free to emaiI me at t*l-;i;an]<:13* ' ,: - , ,' - or ca[[/text 615-

498-9599.

lf you are not taking the Nashvitte City Tour on Wednesday, you may want to uber or drive over to
Broadway. There is a unique food venue with ampl.e parking right off Broadway. lt has underground
parking, and you take the etevator up to Assembl.y Food Hatt. There is usuatly [ive entertainment and

there are dozens of food venues. You can sit and [ook out over Broadway. Of course, there are dozens

of other restaurants on Broadway.

Fun things in the Broabway area that I can attest to inctude a tour of the Ryman Auditorium, the Johnny

Cash Museum and the Frist Art Museum.

lf you are into shopping - there are 3 great options: 1) Green Hitts Matt (a tittte "uppity"), 2) Coot Springs

Gatteria and 3) Opry Mitts.

lf you [ove quaint towns, drive a short distance south to Franktin. And, if you love whiskey - there are lots

of places in towfl, but they tetl me the drive south to Jack Daniels Distil.l.ery is a great venue to visit.

For the history buffs, we are Civit War central - [ots of ptaces to exptore - just ask. There is also the
beautifut Cheekwood Estate and Gardens and The Hermitage (home of AndrewJackson).

2025 USS Hornet Association President
SuzAnne Eubanks (Niece of Mabra Wal.l.ey and the late Murdock P. Wattey)

Taps
Heavenly Father, welcome home those whom you have called before us and grant peace and
consolation to their families. Like a ship that's left its mooring and sailed bravely out to sea, so, our
loved one has sailed away in calm serenity. But there is a promise of a greater joy than earth can
have in store, for God has planned a richer life beyond the Unseen Shore.

McGovern, Farrell "Pat" IMay 13,2025
DiBuono, Athony J. (NM) August 20,2008

Billile, Richard "Dick"
Allbritton, Harold

lVlarch 27,2025
May 24,2024



MEMORIAL CERTIFICATES

The following contributions have been made to the tVlemorial Fund Certificate program since the last

edition of the Hornet Buzz in lrlarch, 2025. The "ln tvlemory Of' and "ln Honor of' Certificates were

completed and mailed, along with Thank You cards to the Contributors'

IN MEMORY OF CONTRIBUTOR

Anthony C. Delt4oor
Gary A Warner
Donald E. Elliott
Richard "Dick" S. Bellile
Pat lVlcGovern

IN HO OR OF

MIt43 Ron lvlonaco CVS-12
Thom Springer

Ellen Kay Demoor
Nancy Warner-Tijan
Loyal Weaver
Lyn Svendsen
lVlarianne Gezich

CONTRIBUTOR

Micharl W. Roberts BT3
Loyal Weaver

DONATIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND
The following lndividuals sent in a Donation over and above their dues to the Associations General

Fund. We sincerely thank each and every one for these Donations. They will be put to good use in

the operation of our Association:

Loyal Weaver Lyn Svendsen Francis Gutkowski Randolph Quiroz, Jr

DONATIONS TO THE MEMORIAL FUND

The following individuals sent in a Donation over and above their dues to the Associations lVlemorial

Fund. We think each one for these Donations. The ltllemorial Fund Donations are used to purchase

Bronze [tlemorial plaques dedicated to all ship's crewmembers and Air Groups/Squadrons that

served on the Hornets. The plaques are placed at Naval Installations, museums, and other places of

honor.

There were no donations to the lt/emorial Fund



Ships Store
The ships store is well stocked, for home delivery e-mail me at: chadieQ9icw@vahoo.in or call252-
232-2154 and were still looking for someone to take over the ships store. The Ships Store is a very
important part of our Reunions that we do not want to lose. So, someone, PLEASE volunteer to
take over this valuable position. lf possible, I will deliver the merchandise to your door. Come talk
to me about it at the next Reunion.

John Webster- Home phone 252-232-2154 E-mail: khneirfQ9&yahqq,in or charli*Cs

We have the beautiful challenge coins for sale in our store

Please update my information:
Nam
Old address:
New address:
New phone number (PLEASE):

New e-mail address:
lf shipmate has passed, please give name:
Date of passing:
Would widow still like to be kept on data base and receive the Buzz?

1 .75:1,
diarr,leter

B r*n

3D
Rope Edge t

Xi6l: $ill{i*,f

r:, {.-l

{.1?

.:.

Thank you, this will help us keep our database of shipmates up to date.



Everybody wants to go to Nashville!!!

The number one tourist destination in America, Nashville, is BOOI\IING! The sights, sounds and lights

are dazzling and there is so much to see and do. We have an exciting reunion planned with a fabulous

lunch cruise with entertainment on an authentic Paddle Wheeler, Nashville Night Ouf with live music

and dinner, a riding tour of this amazing city, and a backstage tour of the famous Grand Ole Opry.

Official reunion dates are [/onday, October 6 through Saturday, October 11,2025. We will be staying

at the historic hrlitlennium Atlaxwell House Hotelwith a stunning and sordid history.

Located just outside the noise and bustle of the city, the hotel offers a free shuttle to downtown all day

and into the night. This makes it easy for you to explore some of Nashville's terrific restaurants and

Honky Tonks, without having to drive or find parking.

The most reliable way to make reservations is through the online booking link. See the reunion website

for the link to make your hotel reservations online. Once you click on the link it will take you to the hotel

website, where you will enter your arrival/ departure dates and pertinent information. The site should

automatically populate your group name and discounted group rate of $1Zg+ taxes. A hot breakfast
buffet is included during officiat reunion dafes. We expect this reunion to sell out of rooms. We have a

Iimited number of rooms at this rate. Once they are gone, rates will increase. [Make your reservations

soon.

You may also try the hotel front desk (Press "0") at 615-259-4343 and reference the USS Hornet and

Constellation Reunion to get the group room rate of only $129+ taxes.

For those who choose to arrive early or stay late, the same room rate is available 3 days before and 3

days after the official reunion dates, based on availabilitv. You may need to call MRP (number below)

for assistance if you wish to come earlv or stav late.

The published hotel check-in time is 4pm. You may cancel up to 72 hours prior to arrival without
penalty. The hotel is holding a limited number of rooms until the group block is full or September 6.

M., whichever comes first. We expect a sell out so it's best to make your reservations now! lf you

have any trouble getting rooms at the group rate, even if they say the hotel is sold out, or have

questions on the program call MRP @ 817-251-3551 or email:

ffi ay$*q_ y_t V ilttary-B-e u n iq: ? IeUn e rssaln

Airport Transportation & Parking

The htlillennium Alaxwell House Hotelis located at 2025 Rosa L Parks Blvd, Nashville, TN, 37228

The closest airport is Nashville (BNA). The hotel doesn't have a shuttle. We suggest you try Uber or

Lyft. For those driving, self-parking is free at the hotel. Call the hotel if you need directions.

We look forward to seeing y'all in Nashville!



USS CONSTELLATION & USS HORNET

2025 REUNION EVENTS

To Register on-line go to: https://tinyur!.com/mr3vrnyj

JOINT SHIP TASK FORCE WELCOME RECEPTION AT THE HOTEL

Monday, October 6 (6:00 Pm)

Welcome to Nashville/ Join us in the Hospitality Room for our traditional opening social mixer.

couNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME (CMHOF)

Tuesday, October 7 (1 0:00am-3:00Pm)

This morning, we will explore the amazing CIt/HOF in downtown Nashville. Your visit will transport you through

country music history with engaging narratives about the people, places, songs, and stages that have played a

part in the sound's storied history. On your self-guided tour experience priceless instruments, dazzling sfage
wearfrom country supdrstars, and iconic personal artifacts. There will be time aften'rrards for lunch on your own

and since we are right downtown, maybe a little browsing.

ALTERNATIVE TOUR: BACKSTAGE TOUR OF THE GRAND OLE OPRY

Tuesday, October 7 (1 0:45am-3:00pm)

lf you are going to see the live Opry show tonight, consider taking the backstage Opry tour as a perfect start to
the day. Take it all in the sights, the sounds, and the stories that only happen backstage - before the country
music magic happens onstage. Come on over, hang out behind the scenes, and let us welcome you to get closer
to the stars and legends that make music history every week at the Opry. There will be time aftenruards for lunch
on your own downtown, before shuttling back to the hotel.

THE FAMOUS GRAND OLE OPRY SHOW

Tuesday, October 7 (5:30pm-9:30pm)

See the show that made Nashville famous! The one, the only, the Opry LIVE! We never know which celebrities will

turn up and perform, but one thing is for certain, it's always a great show, with something for everyone. Music,

dancing, and lots of laughs make this variety show a Nashville tradition and a crowd favorite. Come see what all the
fuss is about! You never know who might show up to perform tonight!

Please note: There is a fair amount of walking involved and 6 stairs in order to get to your seafs. Opry seats are
benches with backs, similar to church pews. Wear comfortable stable shoes.

NASHVILLE CITY TOUR w/ FREE TIME DOWNTOWN

Wednesday, October 8 (1 0:004:00pm)

This is not your typical, routine city tour, but an entertaining look at all the sights of bustling Nashville.

During your tour you will explore Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park and delve into its rich historical features.
Marvel at the majestic architecture of the Tennessee State Capitol. Enjoy Centennial Park and admire the
grandeur of the Parthenon replica. Experience the heart of Nashville's music industry with a drive through Music
Row. lmmerse yourself in the lively atmosphere of Honky Tonk Row on Lower Broadway. Finally, learn about
the storied history of the Ryman Auditorium and soak in Nashville's vibrant musical heritage. There will be free
time for lunch on your own and browsing downtown Nashville. Your guide can help with the best places to eat
and shop!



MEMORIAL SERVICE AND BUSINESS MEETINGS

Thursday, Oct 9 (TBD)

please plan on attending the annual Memorial Service followed by Membership Business meetings to

determine where we go next! Exact times and rooms TBA at Registration or before.

LIVE - NASHVILLE NIGHTS D"VNER SHOW

ThursdaY, Oct 9 (4:30Pm'8:45Pm)

lf you are coming to Nashville to enjoy good food and live music, then this is the place. Voted the number one

dinner & show in Nashvillel Nashvilte Nlghilife Come and experience a celebration of Country Music from both

past and present, where you will 
"*p"ri"n." 

the classics alongside of hits from the biggest superstars. Hear

songs from many of the greatest artists in country music history, everyone from Hank williams sr. and Patsy

Cline to the superstars ofloday like Sara Evans and Toby Keith. Plan to come with an appetite! Our nightly all-

you-can-eat dinner buffet includes entrees such as fried chicken, pulled pork, Swedish meatballs, an array of

vegetables, mashdd potatoes, salads, hot rolls, and cobblers for dessert. This is a fun night out with your mates'

GENERAL IACXSON PADDLEWHEEL SHOWBOAT LUNCH CRUISE

FridaY, October 1 0 (1 0:30am'2:30Pm)

Welcome onboard this authentic paddle wheeler for the most popular live variety shows in Nashville. The music,

comedy and dancing are terrific, not to mention the bountiful buffet lunch. Enjoy beautiful views as you cruise

down the river. Come and immerse yourself in the proud tradition of the great showboats of yesteryear and

delight in the panoramic sights and sounds of the scenic Cumberland River. This continues to be one of the most

popular attractions in Nashville and a whole lot of fun for everyone.

FAREWELL BANQUET DINNER

Friday, October f 0 (6:00Pm)

Join your friends for your Farewell Banquet Dinner on the 1Oth floor of the hotel.

TOUR CANCELLATION INSU RANCE

protect yourself from unforeseen expenses caused by sickness, injury or any other causes that impact your travel plans. This insurance

enables a refund of tour & banquet expenses (less processing fee) up midnight before the start of your reunion. Without cancellation insurance

all money received is non+efundable 6 weeks prior to the reunion.

ALL RESERVATIONS ARE DUE By August 24, 2025, there is a $20 p.p. surcharge for orders taken over the phone.

Should you need additional information call our offices Monday through Friday CST al 817-251-3551 or email us at

info@MilitaryReunionplanners.com. Requests for refunds must be made in writing and postmarked no later than the reservation due

date. No refunds will be made after this date unless you have purchased Tour Cancellation lnsurance.



2025 REUNION RESERVATION FORM
Gomplete the form and send a check to MRP, Box 1588 Golleyville, TX 76034

To Register Online Now go to: https://tinyurl.com/mr3vrnyj

DATE TIME EVENT COST QTY

Reunion Registration Fee (Per person): (Non-Refundable) $50 PP

Mon 1016 1800 Welcome Reception at Hotel (Free) - Enter QTY attending

Tue 1017 1000-1500 Country Music Hall of Fame (CMHOF) $69 PP

Tue 10/7 1045-1500 Alternative Tour: Backstage Tour of The Grand Ole Opry $69 PP

Tue 10/7 1730-2130 The Famous Grand Ole Opry Show $99 PP

Wed 10/8 1 000-1 600 Nashville City Tour W Free Time Downtown $65 PP

Thu 10/9 1630-2045 Live - Nashville Nights Dinner Show $99 PP

1030-1430 General Jackson Paddlewheel Showboat Lunch Cruise $105 pp

Fri 10/10 1 900' Farewell Banquet Dinner - make selection below

Beef Flank Steak $50 PP

Roast Chicken $48 PP

Salmon $55 PP

Non-refundable Late Reservation Fee
(lf registering after August 24,2025) $15 pp

Tour Cancellation Insurance: Protect your $$$
(Fee is non-refundable) $20 PP

TOTAL

>>> PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

KC$XRV&?'*ruS &RX mum SY,&USU$? X4, X$AS

Call or email MRP if you need to add, cancel or modify your reservation at 817-251-3551 or email:

raycasey@MilitaryReunionPlanners.com. MRP agents are available weekdays from 9-4 CST. Voice Mail is 2417

You must leave a voice message to receive a call back. Thank you for using Military Reunion Planners, LLC

ST:_ ZIP

CELL PHONE EMAIL ADDRESS:

EMERGENCY CONTACT: CELL PHON tr.

CREW of USS YEARS ON BOARD: 19 TO 19 FIRST REUNION?

SPECIAL NEEDS (Dietary, etc)- DO YOU NEED A WHEELCHAIR LIFT TO RIDE BUS?-

TOTAL

Fri 10/10

NAME (As you want it to appear on badge):

SPOUSE: GUEST(s):

ADDRESS: GITY:
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U^$S Hornet Associution, Inc,
RETURN FORM WITH PAYMENT

Please Print!
information: YnS D NO D Date:

Is this a change to any ofyour previous

Member ID#: Renewal: fl New Member: I Eaclosed are Dues for the year of years:

- . Spouse:MemberNarne: -*-
Street:

State: ZI?:

Rank: Rate: __*'
YEARS ABOARD:-

gxmpie: YEARS ABOARD: 1940 - 70

H Phoae: C Phone:

Naq,:- Marine :- Army:- Air Force: 

- 
coast Guard: 

- 
National Guard: 

-
Division/Squadron:

Other:

E-Mail:

Ship (I{ull): CV-8 
- 

CY-tz 
- 

CvA-12 
- 

CVS-12 
-

I Annual ShiPmate Dues: $35 I Annual ShiPmate/FamilY Dues: $45 $

$
FAilILY OF HORNET Member Dus: $45
Family MembershiP Dues include: Husband, Wife and all Dependent Children until theY become of age.

Husband and Wife haVe Voting Rights of one vote each and are invited to take a more Active Role in the

Associailon. AllAppointments are upon the approval of the Executive Board'

Reunion President, Executive Board, Board of Directors, Committees, etc.

SII{GLE FAMILY OF HORI{ET Member Dues: $35
A Single Family Member must be over 2l Years to have a Voting Right of one vote.

Whether you are a 'Family of Homet or a Single Family Member of Homet - Please speci$ your relationship below:

(Son Daughter 

- 
Brother 

- 
Sister 

- 
Grandchitd ) of Homet Member:

running of the

n $

tr Associate Member Dues: $35 (Memhers not-affiliated with the ship' other us services, etc) .,,,.,'..,.'.. $

l-l nor Dus - only Annual $1o subscription to the uss Hornet BUiZZ. No Member ID Card $

$
Memorial Fund Contribution:

"In Honor of'

"In Memory of'

Memorial Certificate(s): Please provide names and addresses to mail the certificate(s)'

Name

Street Address

CitY, State, ZiP

TelePhone Number

Donalions (Strictly Voluntary) :

Check No.:

$

$

If you have more than one individual you want Memorial Certificates for, please copy this form for as many as you need.

please remember: Individuals - $10.00 or more, Groups $100.00 or more. All Group Menorial certificates will be sent to the USS

Hornet Museum and displayed in the uSS Hornet Association Room in an attractivo frame, unless otherwise directed'

A Thank You note will be sent to the person(s) making any of the Donations indicated above'

Please return this form and monetary contribution to:

USS Hornet Association, Inc.
646 Aspen Dr.

Manteno,Il 60950

Phone: (417) 840-6684 Email: mgezrLch,@a.ol'com

pLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: USS HORNET ASSOCIATION' INC.

Thank very much for your doqp!-1on(P) qd quPPort.

l
l

tqzl

Tota[:


