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Ahoy Shipmates, 

We have completed another great reunion with the USS Constellation.  Military Reunions put together 

another great one.  Members enjoyed the Grand Ole Opry, Country Music Hall of Fame, a tour of 

Nashville, a lunch on the General Jackson Paddlewheel Showboat and a live Nashville dinner show.  

We got to see the controversial “Musica” statue in Nashville.  It is a statue that you would not expect 

to see in Nashville.  Our guide stated that they are getting used to it now. 

A lot of business was taken care of at this reunion.  We missed not having more members input in 

making the decisions that were made.  Our numbers are getting less and less.  We really need your 

attendance at the reunions. It is getting harder to find hotels that will take us as we get smaller.    

There may come a time in the not-too-distant future that we will not be having a reunion to go to.  The 

officers are working hard to keep the Association going.  Our 2026 reunion will be another joint 

reunion with the USS Constellation.  It is scheduled for San Antonio, TX, October 5-9, 2026.  Mark 

your calendars!  

Changes are being made to the Ships Store and our website. Updates are in this issue 

The USS Hornet plaques commemorate the ship's historic contributions and are placed at locations to 

honor its legacy. We currently have 11 plaques at various ships, museums, and naval sites, and are 

seeking additional sites to continue this tradition.  If you know of a site for one, please contact us. 

The USS Hornet Honoree for 2025 was Benny Bachichia. He had 30 members of his family in 

attendance to witness him receiving his honoree plaque.   

Thank you for keeping us updated on address changes, email and phone changes and the passing of 

a shipmate.  When our database is not updated and we send out undeliverable mail, it costs us extra 

money, which we would like to avoid. If you like to stop receiving the “Hornet Buzz”, drop us an email 

and you name will be taken off the mailing list. 

Sandy Burket, Sec. 
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 FROM THE Chairman OF THE BOARD 

From the Chairman of the Board 

Ahoy shipmates and friends. Welcome back from another great reunion. Ray Casey 

did a great job organizing some of the fun things to do and see in Nashville, from the 

Grand Ole Opry, Country Music Hall of Fame and lunch and music on the General 

Jackson Showboat. Nashville sure deserves its name as Music City.  

This year we and the sailors of the Constellation had an opportunity to share our 

reunion space and trips with another ship having their reunion at the hotel at the same 

time. The USS Saratoga was holding their reunion at the hotel at the same time. It was 

an opportunity to meet more sailors and hear more stories. We also made a great 

connection with the people running their ships store. As you all know John Webster 

has been looking for a replacement to take over the ships store. We have contracted 

with Wayne Addkison from the USS Coral Sea who runs the store for several ships. He 

has taken over our current supply and will be able to provide anything needed in the 

future. He will be attending our future reunions to operate the store.  

We had a slip up with setting up the bar in the Hospitality Room this year but have 

already started putting plans in place to remedy that next year.   In spite of that, all had 

great conversations. Our 2025 honoree, Benny Bachicha, supported by his large 

extended family, was presented with a plaque at the banquet and entertained us with 

an account of his travels on the 1954 World Tour. He really got to see the world.  

At our Banquet it was decided that next year’s reunion will be in San Antonio. Ray has 

already booked the USS Saratoga at the Holiday Inn on the Riverwalk. With our 

reunion at the same hotel and at the same time gives him bargaining power to get us 

the best rates and amenities. The dates will be October 5th through the 9th.  

That’s it for now. Irene and I wish you all the best in the upcoming Holidays and New 

Year. 

Respectively submitted 

Kenn Livingston, COB 

 

 

 



 

November, 2025 

On  Hornet 

Although the days are still fairly warm, the long days of summer with good crowds visiting the museum are 

beginning to ebb. The museum had a great summer with many visitors from around the country, as well as some 

from overseas. Seems the USS Hornet is somewhat known by many of our international friends. We also had 

several very successful events and celebrations onboard this year. Among them was the July 4th celebration with 

music and an extremely enthusiastic group of visitors. As always, the museum staff, Docents and other volunteers 

did a wonderful job.  

Long Time Volunteer Steps Down 

My friend Dale Berven, a former pilot with VF-91, having served on the USS Hornet during the Round the World 

Cruise in 1954, has decided to take a break after 27 years as a volunteer at the Museum. His Naval history, and 

the stories he was able to share thrilled and amazed our guest over the years. He earned his “Wings of Gold” in 

1952. He flew 90 missions off the USS Philippine Sea during the Korean war, He accumulated 192 carrier 

landings, 175 of which were in Jets. Among other awards, he earned 7 Air Medals and the Navy Commendation 

medal with the combat “V”. He left the service in 1955. If you do the math, you will realize that he turned 95 this 

year and still drove 30 mile to volunteer at the museum. His enthusiasm as a docent will be missed by all onboard. 

We hope he can enjoy his time at home and whatever his next adventure may bring. Well done, Dale. 

A follow-up on our recently acquired F/A-18C Hornet 

Often times we are questioned about how we acquire various aircraft on display. Some of our older aircraft 

came from private ownership or other museums, and some are on long term loan from the Navy. But acquiring 

the aircraft is only part of the accomplishment. It has to be delivered to the Museum, and that can be a real 

challenge. If you are interested in just what it takes to bring a particular plane to the museum, the details below 

describe the massive partnership and donated time and money to finally place the F/A-18C on our flight deck. 

“This particular model aircraft has been on the acquisition list for the museum since its first opening in 1998. 

We are incredibly grateful to the museum’s stakeholders, donors, and crew for getting a Hornet on Hornet in 

April 2025.   

Special thanks to all the ACE Campaign donors that funded the F/A-18C Hornet delivery.  

Special Thanks to Don Tabb and Conway Jones, who were vital parts of the planning process back in early 

2024. They contacted Travis Air Force to start the plan to have a C-5 Galaxy fly the Hornet from Pensacola, FL 

to Oakland, CA. Mr. Tabb is also a major donor for the ACE Campaign.   

Thanks to Travis Air Force Base for their time during the planning process, specialized personnel, and 

equipment, and crucially the C-5 Galaxy aircraft.   



Thanks to Kaiser Air, Inc. for hangar space to store the F/A-18C and coordination for the C-5 Galaxy landing at 

Oakland Airport.  

Thanks to Worldwide Aircraft Recovery, Ltd, for their time and expertise to disassemble, assemble, and 

transport the F/A-18C Hornet in Pensacola, FL and Oakland Airport to the Museum.     

As you can see, it takes many helping hands for these acquisitions to come to fruition.                    

                                                 USS Hornet, a different view. 

Last week on a rather cloudy day, two friends of ours were out on his 34 ft. Nordic Tug and sailed past Alameda. 

They sent me this photo of the USS Hornet tied up at the old Navy Base. They were on their last day of a ten-day 

multi boat tour of various yacht clubs around the San Francisco Bay, spending a  night at each one. Sounded like 

a great way to spend a few days on the water without having to fly anywhere. 

              

That is it from the Hornet. As always, you can contact me at my new email  sabyegrp2@gmail.com  or at 925-

785-0112 if you have questions or concerns. I’m always available to help. So, until my next edition, stay safe and 

healthy. Hope to see you on the Hornet. 

Wishing you Smooth sailing. 

Rolf Sabye, Hornet Association / Museum Liaison 

 

mailto:sabyegrp2@gmail.com


Note from the president! 

I learned a valuable lesson regarding the good and bad of the reunion being in your hometown!   Others chimed in 
that it often sounds great to be in your own bed, but you do miss so much of the camaraderie.   With my aunt 
working on her 95th year, we were just thrilled to be able to attend another reunion and visit with friends made over 
many years of attending the USS Hornet reunions.   I am always amazed at the labor of love that our officers do in 
order to make the reunion a success.  It sounds like San Antonio will be a great venue, and we hope some of those 
who have not been able to attend recently will once again join us.   I do appreciate Ray "gathering" reunions in the 
same venue as they certainly provide much more "purchasing power" and opportunities.  And even though Mabra 
and I were separated from USS Hornet attendees, we met and enjoyed fellowship with several from the USS 
Saratoga at the functions.  Always nice to be with Navy vets!  
Thanks for a wonderful reunion. 
 
SuzAnne Eubanks 
615-498-9599 
seubanks63@hotmail.com 

 

 

       Taps 
 
Heavenly Father, welcome home those whom you have called before us and grant peace and 
consolation to their families. Like a ship that’s left its mooring and sailed bravely out to sea, so, our 
loved one has sailed away in calm serenity.  But there is a promise of a greater joy than earth can 
have in store, for God has planned a richer life beyond the Unseen Shore.  
  
  

   MEMORIAL CERTIFICATES  
The following contributions have been made to the Memorial Fund Certificate program since the last 
edition of the Hornet Buzz in March, 2025. The “In Memory Of” and “In Honor of” Certificates were 
completed and mailed, along with Thank You cards to the Contributors.  
 
 

IN MEMORY OF       CONTRIBUTOR  
 
Donald E. Elliott       Kay Elliott                                                         

Walter E. Mcauley, Jr               William J. Mcauley                                               

Those who serve        Giovanni Palma                      

Jerry Warren          Mary Foley                                                  

Pat McGovern         Mary Foley                                                   



John J J Foley               Mary Foley                                              

Richard Bellile          KIMBERLY SLIVICKE 

 

           IN HONOR OF       CONTRIBUTOR  
 

 

DONATIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND  

The following Individuals sent in a Donation over and above their dues to the Associations General Fund. We 

sincerely thank each and every one for these Donations. They will be put to good use in the operation of our 

Association 

Sheldon Wilde   James E. Hill, Sr.   William J. Mcauley 

DONATIONS TO THE MEMORIAL FUND  
  

The following individuals sent in a Donation over and above their dues to the Associations Memorial 
Fund. We thank each one for these Donations. The Memorial Fund Donations are used to purchase 
Bronze Memorial Plaques dedicated to all ship’s crewmembers and Air Groups/Squadrons that 
served on the Hornets. The plaques are placed at Naval Installations, museums, and other places of 
honor.  
 

James E. Hill, Sr. 

 

 

Ships Store 

THE SHIPS STORE IS TEMPORATELY CLOSED! 

The members of the USS Hornet Association voted at the annual reunion meeting to have an 

independent contractor take over the running of the Ships Store. The store is temporarily closed as 

we are waiting for information from the new operator. We anticipate sharing further details about the 

reopening of the Ships Store within the next month and will keep members updated as soon as 

information becomes available.  

We want to thank John Webster for all of his years of dedication to managing our Ships Store.  John's 

commitment has ensured the smooth operation of our Ships Store for many years, and his friendly 

presence will be missed. We are grateful for his tireless service to our association, and now John can 

enjoy attending the reunion as a guest, free from the responsibilities he carried so diligently. 

Keep watch on our website for more information – 

usshornetassn.com. 



Please update my information: 
Name:_______________________________________________________________________

Old address:__________________________________________________________________  
New address: ________________________________________________________________ 
New phone number (PLEASE): __________________________________________________  
New e-mail address: __________________________________________________________  
If shipmate has passed, please give name: _______________________________________ 
Date of passing: ______________________________________________________________  
Would widow still like to be kept on data base and receive the Buzz? _________________   

Thank you, this will help us keep our database of shipmates up to date.  

 

 

Name Badges 

 

Over the years name badges were purchased for our reunions.  We no longer use them 

because our reunion planner supplies badges for us.  I have a box of badges that I would 

like to return to the shipmates that purchased them.  To have your badge or a relative’s 

badge returned, please text the secretary at 814-312-4976 or send an email to 

usshornetassn.com. and your badge will be returned to you. 

 

Sandy Burket, Sec. 

 

 

USS Hornet Website News 
Website Management Update 
There have been recent changes regarding the management of the USS Hornet Association website. Tom McTigue, 
who has served as the website manager, is stepping down from his position. The Association extends its sincere 
gratitude to Tom for his hard work and dedication to overseeing the website. 

Keith Foley has graciously volunteered to assume responsibility for the website's management moving forward. 
The Association welcomes Keith to this role and appreciates his willingness to take on these duties. For those who 
may not know, Keith is the son of John and Mary Foley. 

Website Changes 
Only a few changes are expected to be made to the website at this time. Members and visitors are encouraged to 
visit the site at usshornetassn.com to stay informed about updates and ongoing activities. 

 

 

 



2025 General Business Meeting                                                                                                                                                                 
USS Hornet Association                                                                                                                                                                          

October 9, 2025                                                                                                                                                                                          
Millennium Maxwell House Hotel                                                                                                                                                       

Nashville, TN 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman of the Board, Kenn Livingston at 1:04 pm.  

The pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The secretary, Sandy Burket, was called on to read the minutes of the 2024 meeting.  She stated that the 
minutes were published in the November, 2024 issue of the “Hornet Buzz” and sent to all board 
members.  Sandy provided a few copies if anyone wanted one.   Kenn asked if there were any additions or 
corrections to these minutes.  A motion was made by Randy Wolff and seconded by Francis Gutkowski to 
approve the minutes as published.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer, Marianne Gezich, was called on to give the treasurer report.  She stated that a copy of the 
report was also published in the “Hornet Buzz” . She also had a few copies of the report if anyone wanted 
one.  She read the treasurer’s report. The report is from September, 2024 until August, 2025. General fund 
beginning balance - $12,682.93, Income - $14,110.00, Expenses - $12,648.73, Ending balance - 
$14,144.20.  Memorial fund beginning balance - $18,483.06, Income - $1,585.00, Expenses - $0 (no 
plaques placed this year), Ending balance - $20,068.06. Ships Store beginning balance -$2,224.94, 
Income - $867.17, Expenses - $1,043.01, Ending balance - $2,019.10. Marianne stated that $5,000.00 of 
the general fund balance was a bequeath from the estate of a deceased shipmate. The motion was made 
by Charles Basiliko and seconded by Bob Halvorson.  The motion carried. 

John Webster gave the ships store report.  He had $210.00 in mail order sales since last reunion and a 
total of $713.00 so far this year. 

Under old business, we are still looking for someone to take over the ships store.  No one volunteered to 
take over the store.  Farther discussion on the Ships store was tabled until later in the meeting. 

At the 2024 reunion it was voted on to present Ray Casey with a plaque for all of his services to our 
Association at the banquet.  Ray is not able to attend the banquet, and at the BOD of directors meeting 
he was presented with a clock for his 27 years with us.  He was very appreciative of this award. 

Sandy reported that last year at the reunion we had Captain Greg Thomas from Thomas B. Doherty High 
School in Colorado Spring, doing a project for his school. He was asking for plaques from different ships 
to place in the halls of the school to tell the history of our Naval Ships.  He asked if anyone had any 
plaques to send them to him and he would display them. I asked Bill Ballenger if he had a replica of the 
brass plaque that we have placed at different locations.  Bill Ballenger sent me a replica of the plaque 
which I forwarded to Captain Thomas. Unfortunately, it was bent in shipping.  Captain Thomas said he 
would straighten it out and still display it. So, the USS Hornet has a plaque on display in Thomas B. 
Doherty High school. 

Under New business, Kenn asked for nominations for a 2026 Honoree.  Having no nominations from the 
floor, Kenn reported that the Board of Directors had a nomination for Barry Cass.  The motion was made 
by John Webster and seconded by Randy Wolff to approve Barry Cass as the 2026 Honoree.  Sandy will 
send him a letter informing him that he was nominated. 



Tom McTigue is looking for someone to take over the Association website. There was some discussion 
about having someone volunteer to take it over.  Ours is like all other organizations.  We have people that 
have been in positions for many years and are just getting burned out and looking for someone else to 
take over.  We do have a link on the Hornet Museum website.  We have a company that has designed our 
website, and Tom just adds the updates to it. He needs a data entry and update person.  We are going to 
make that announcement at the banquet and hope that someone’s grandkid might want to jump in and 
take it over. 

We are going to go back to the ships store and that is a big discussion.  The USS Saratoga is here and that 
is a big organization.  The have a ships store, which you pass on the way to the hospitality room.  Saratoga 
does not run their store.  It is run by an independent contractor.  He is from the USS Coral Sea, and he 
runs ships store for several ships.  We have talked to him, and he is willing to run our ships store.  There 
are some things that we will have to discuss with him.  John has talked to him, and he is willing to take our 
inventory and sell it. John has talked to him and Kenn has talked to him, and it sounds like a really good 
deal.  He will buy merchandise, sell it and get his money from that and give us a percentage of the profit.  
He will do mail-order and bring merchandise to our reunions and sell it there.   

Is there any discussion on letting him take over the ships store?  There will be no cost for us.  Sandy said 
she talked to him, and he will take our merchandise and sell it and give us 5% of the profit and we will not 
have to do a thing. He will come to our reunions and manage our Ships store.  If he has a conflict with 
another ship he manages, he will have someone manage one of the stores.  After a lot of discussion, Mary 
Foley made a motion to have a 50% off sale today to help recoup some of our costs and then turn what is 
left over to him, the motion was  seconded by Randy Wolff and carried. 

At this reunion we have joined the USS Constellation and are piggybacking with the USS Saratoga to help 
us get good deals for us. It is getting harder to get deals for smaller groups.  Ray has suggested that we 
have our reunions at the same time as Saratoga to get deals.  We will have two separate reunions just 
have them at the same time to get the better rates.  The Saratoga is having their reunion in San Antonio 
next year and Ray has suggested that we have our reunion at the same time.  We have been to San 
Antonio, but it has been 11 years.  The hotel would be right on the river walk and there are a lot of 
restaurants right there.  Ray said someone from Constellation suggested Cleveland as an option.  We 
always have two options for a reunion site.  Ray came into the meeting and gave a presentation on 
Cleveland and San Antiono. We had a show of hands on a reunion site, and the majority of members 
voted on San Antonio.  The dates will be Oct. 5-9, 2026. 

Marianne Gezich volunteered to be president for the San Antonion reunion.  After some discussion 
between Marianne and Francis Gutkowski, he said he would be president because Marianne has so 
much to do.  

Under Good of the Order the hospitality room was discussed.  Irene Livingston volunteered to coordinate 
with the Constellation hosts to take care of the hospitality room. 

The motion to adjournment was made by Carmen Simbari and seconded by Mary Foley.  Motion carried 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandy Burket, Secretary 

 

 



 

 
 
 
Treasurers Report fiscal year September1, 2024 to August 31, 2025 
 
 

General Fund 
 
 Beginning Balance    $12,682.93 
 Income      $14,110.00 
 Expenses      $12,648.73 
 Ending Balance    $14,144.20 
 
 
Memorial Fund 
 
 Beginning Balance    $18,483.06 
 Income      $  1,585.00 
 Expenses      No Expenses 
 Ending Balance    $20,068.06 
 
 
Ships Store 
 
 Beginning Balance     $  2,224.94 
 Income      $     867.17 
 Expenses      $  1,043.01 
 Ending Balance    $  2,019.10 
  
  



 



 

 

 

 

Donation form for the Museum.  The Museum can always use some extra donations.  Send donations in 

care of Capt. Mark Epperson USNR(Ret.)  

 


